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Like a costly pendent the island metropolis adorns the
peninsula; trading ships and ocean liners from all over
the world touch at its vast harbour and make of Bombay
the Queen City of the Arabian Sea.

Like most events in history, the story of this city
is simple; it shows a humble beginning and, in three
centuries, the achievement of importance and fame.
What a parallel to the lives of great men!

At the time that Surat became a prey to raiding
hordes, when European powers were contesting for
supremacy in the City of the Tapfci, the British happened
to make Bombay their headquarters for the west coast
factories. In spite of the repeated, visits of Portuguese
men-o'-war, of Mahrafcta armies, and of pirate ships,
the harbour town of Bombay flourished with its,
British factories.

Those were the decades when Salsette with Thana
as its chief port town was a centre of Jesuit activity.
Mahim came next in importance, and Parel was an
island of garden houses. Pydhoni was where people
were wonfc to stop and wash their feet in the stream
before entering Mumbadevi's shrine; Oolaba was where
the Koli fishermen had. plied their fishing trade since
early times. This group of islands became, with the
passing centuries, " the island metropolis of our day"
that counts with in its municipal limits Ooloba, the
Fort, Gamdevi, Mazagoan, Malabar Hill, Pydhoni,
Byculla) Parel, Dadar, Mafcunga, and Mahim. All these
names mean, perhaps, very little today when latest.
methods of transport take fche people in their hundreds
from Mahim to Colaba; yet, time was when people in
small numbers sailed acrosy the waters to get" from.